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Summary 
 
The SH 41 Corridor Master Plan Update began the public open house process on August 10th with the 
affidavit of publication advertising the public open houses in the Coeur d’Alene Press for a period of 30 
days.   

The open houses were scheduled as follows:   

August 15th from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Prairie View Elementary located at 2478 E. Poleline Ave., 
Post Falls, Idaho.  Total attendance was 18 people, 7 of which were the general public.  The second open 
house was on August 23rd from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at the City of Post Falls Library located at 821 N. 
Spokane St, Post Falls, Idaho.  Total attendance was 21 people, 8 of which were the general public.  The 
third and final open house was held on September 8th from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Lakeland High 
School located at 7006 W. Highway 53, Rathdrum, Idaho.  Total attendance was 35 people, 21 of which 
were the general public. 

Flyers were posted at 21 different businesses along SH 41 to encourage attendance at the open houses.  
In addition, reoccurring posts regarding the upcoming open houses were placed on social media, on 
KMPO’s blog page and Facebook page. 

The public comment period ended on September 9th, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.  Upon the completion of the 3 
open houses, a total of 21 public comments were received and are included in this document ( 17 of the 
comments were received directly from the open house they attended using the comment form sheets 
provided and  4 were received either  through KMPO email, from the KMPO blog or the KMPO Facebook 
page.  The summary of the open house comment results are included at the end of this document. 
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 PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE PICTURES: 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Pictures taken from Public Open House #3 held 
Thursday, September 8th, 2016 at Lakeland High 
School, Rathdrum Idaho. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 8-29-16: 
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE FLYER: 
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COEUR D’ALENE PRESS ARTICLE, AUGUST 12, 2016: 
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COEUR D’ALENE PRESS ARTICLE, AUGUST 12, 2016 (Continued): 
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COEUR D’ALENE PRESS ARTICLE, AUGUST 12, 2016 (Continued): 
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE #1 COMMENTS – BLANK FORM, August 15th, 2016
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COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 1ST OPEN HOUSE: 
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COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 1ST OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
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COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 1ST OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
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COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 2ND OPEN HOUSE: 
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COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 2ND OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
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COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 2ND OPEN HOUSE (Continued):
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COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 2ND OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 

 



        

 
 

 

Kootenai Metropolitan Planning Organization 
250 Northwest Blvd., Suite 209, 

 Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814 Phone: 208-930-4164 
  19 
 

 



        

 
 

 

Kootenai Metropolitan Planning Organization 
250 Northwest Blvd., Suite 209, 

 Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814 Phone: 208-930-4164 
  20 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE:
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 

 



        

 
 

 

Kootenai Metropolitan Planning Organization 
250 Northwest Blvd., Suite 209, 

 Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814 Phone: 208-930-4164 
  24 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 

 



        

 
 

 

Kootenai Metropolitan Planning Organization 
250 Northwest Blvd., Suite 209, 

 Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814 Phone: 208-930-4164 
  25 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued):
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 

 



        

 
 

 

Kootenai Metropolitan Planning Organization 
250 Northwest Blvd., Suite 209, 

 Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814 Phone: 208-930-4164 
  31 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued):

 



        

 
 

 

Kootenai Metropolitan Planning Organization 
250 Northwest Blvd., Suite 209, 

 Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814 Phone: 208-930-4164 
  32 
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 

 
To: bgow@kmpo.net 

Subject: KMPO SH 41 Corridor Master Plan 

 

Hi Bonnie,  

Thank you and all your colleagues for the work done on the SH 41 Corridor Master Plan. It was  

nice to meet you last night and get information on the project, I'm glad I happened to see the  

fliers you posted at our local Zip's or we would not have known about it in time.  

I know time is short so I'd like to list a few things that have come to mind from a number of  

people I have spoken with about the project.  

We are pleased this is being considered before it becomes an even more dangerous and critical  

need for our area, and hope it will progress before the need becomes too great.  

We support the project and appreciate having our input considered, please don't hesitate to ask at  

any time if our input would be helpful and if there are new considerations to look over.  

It seems a traffic light at the intersection of SH 41 and Nagel should be moved up in the  

timeframe due to the heavy (at times) and increasing amount of turning traffic with many homes  

both east and west of SH 41 and especially the elementary school and churches which utilize this  

area. 

Please consider the possibility of fewer traffic signals if they would, as it may seem, slow down  

the flow of the traffic.  With the high number of collisions already at key intersections being rear  

ends, keeping the flow moving at a good rate should help. At least it would be good to  

keep some options open for review and/or change as the years pass and reality sets in.  

We are concerned about keeping pedestrians and bicycles away from vehicular traffic. They do  
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not compliment each other and considering that we believe fewer and fewer children are riding  

bicycles to get from point A to point B this could be an area to realize savings which could  

PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
 

possibly be applied to over/underpass provisions along the route. We are aware of other areas  

where bicycle paths and lanes are extremely underutilized both by very few people and for such  

short times of the year due to our seasons that it seems to be a waste of dollars which could help  

in other more important areas.  

The question came up about the possibility of extending Nagel (which some maps, including the  

Draft already show) all the way to SH 53 as a good alternative route which may also help give  

the traffic another, more convenient option.  As well as connecting Nagel with Greensferry  

to again provide a more direct route for some traffic and possibly relieve some of the  

heavy east/west traffic in other roads. 

 

This is brief and late but I hope it may be somewhat helpful.  

 

Thank you again!  

Lea Noble  
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
 

From: Rob Palus <rpalus@postfallsidaho.org> 

Sent: Friday, September 09, 2016 4:41 PM 

To: Bonnie Gow; William Roberson (William.Roberson@itd.idaho.gov) 

Subject: SH41 Corridor Study - at central ave  

 

Bonnie and Bill, 

Below is a copy of an e-mail I sent to a property owner who has concerns regarding SH41 at Central Ave.  

/ Neufield Ln.  I wanted you to be aware of the conversation.  The individual did provide public comment  

at one of the open houses; however, he followed up with a phone call with additional concerns to me  

late last week.  Please let me know if you have any concerns with what was said. 

Regards, 

 

Robert S. Palus, PE 

Assistant City Engineer 

City of Post Falls, Idaho 

208-773-4235 

rpalus@postfallsidaho.org 

 

John, 

Over the last week, I have talked about the concerns you and additional property owners have on access  

to/from SH41 via. Central Ave. and Neufeld Lane with Kootenai County Planning Organization (KMPO –  

Bonnie Gow) and Idaho Transportation Department (ITD – Bill Roberson). 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 

As you are aware, the current intersection allows for ¾ turn movements on the west (Central Ave.) side,  

consisting of right-in / right-out on Central Ave, and lefts in from SH41 (no left turns onto SH41)  On the  

east side (Neufleld Ln.) full turn movements are allowed onto and off of SH41.  

The City has requested additional language be included in the corridor study regarding the extent and  

timing of further restrictions at this location.  Additionally requests have been made to give more  

attention to the current extent of safety concerns between Seltice Way and I90. 

The plan shows (Figure 68) future restrictions to right-in / right-out only.  Table 26 does not address the  

intersection with Neufield Ln. / Central Ave.  The section in concern is identified in the Access Control  

Management & Implementation section of the Study (pages 142-151 the draft report is available at  

KMPO.net) In discussion with ITD, it was expressed that at present (and I paraphrase) there is not  

sufficient collisions to require installation of further access restrictions at this time.  (continuing) ITD  

would prefer to address this location with further analysis of the I90 corridor so that the impacts of any  

future interchange modifications could be taken into account. (end paraphrase)   However the plan does  

identify that the future reduction in access would be to right-in/ right-out only and that such  

improvements / restrictions would be triggered by crash rates.  

Again, the City did raise a question to clarify within the report on the timing and extent of restrictions  

from the stand point of concerns from property owners (residential and commercial) who utilize this  

access (and as you point out have limited alternative access), as well as concerns raised by the City  

Police Department and Kootenai County Fire and Rescue on the safety in this area. 

I hope this helps you and I will let you know what additional information I receive from ITD and  

KMPO.  Please feel free to take your concerns to their attention as well.  Let me know if I can be of  

further assistance. 
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Robert S. Palus, PE 

Assistant City Engineer 

City of Post Falls, Idaho 

208-773-4235 

rpalus@postfallsidaho.org 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
 

From: Rob Palus <rpalus@postfallsidaho.org> 

Sent: Friday, September 09, 2016 4:07 PM 

To: Bonnie Gow 

Cc: Kelly Lund (klund@kmpo.net) 

Subject: SH41 Corridor Study 

 

Bonnie, 

The following comments are from the City of Post Falls and are based on additional reading of the  

Master Plan Update and conversations during the three (3) public open houses. 

1)      Rail Transportation – please include language that ITD, City of Post Falls and Post Falls Highway  

District and working with UPRR towards the removal of the existing spur that crosses SH41, just  

north of Prairie Ave.  such improvements, if made prior to or in conjunction with ITD’s planned  

expansion of SH41 in 2021 could result in improved safety and provide a potential route for the  

future extension of the “Prairie Trail” to have a crossing, and possibly grade separated, of the  

multimodal facilities with SH41. 

 

2)      The City of Post Falls is desirous that language be included for the value of a grade separated  

crossing of the Prairie Trail and SH41.  This would facilitate identified local priorities for  

expansion of multimodal networks and provide for safer access to / from the SH41 corridor than  

at grade signal crossings. 

 

3)       The original plan from 2002 and the existing MOU’s between ITD and the City indicate the  

existence of a multimodal “multiuse” trail along both sides of SH41.  The model update has  
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
 

removed the trail from the west side of SH41 in the typical cross section.  The path is shown in  

figure 15. The City of Post Falls feels that removal of the trail from the west side is counter to  

the multimodal plan that KMPO has in place.  Furthermore it is the City’s opinion that the  

inclusion of the trail on both sides is in the best interest of individuals wishing to use the SH41  

corridor from multiple transportation modes.  This is in part due to a one side only system  

increases non-motorized use along the shoulders, increases the number of crossings at  

signalized intersections and forces numerous back and forth crossings to get to  

destinations.  Such actions could have a negative effect on transportation safety.  Whereas the  

City understands that the State (ITD) may not be able to construct a trail along both sides of  

SH41 with the pending ITD project; that should not also mean the removal of the west trail from  

the Corridor Plan.  Funding and construction of such facilities could be done with future ITD  

projects, by private development, Urban Renewal, City funds, grant projects, etc…. 

 

4)      The Post Falls Police Department and Kootenai County Fire and Rescue have expressed concerns  

regarding existing safety / collisions between Mullan Ave. and I90.  Particularly from the  

commercial developments located between Neufield Ln. and Mullan Ave.  Can there be  

additional discussion in the text of the document regarding existing collision history in this  

stretch and its safety implications / priority for addressing (if warranted).  The document does  

note that the section has a higher collision rate for the corridor, but does this meet the level of  

needing to be addressed in the near term. 

 

5)       Table 26 – could the intersection controls for SH41 / Central Ave. / Neufeld Ln. be  
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM 3RD OPEN HOUSE (Continued): 
 

included?  Figure 68 shows right in/ right out.  Existing allows for lefts in from SH41 to Central  

and full access to Neufield Ln.  The City has received some questions and concerns about when  

and what restrictions will be constructed as this will impact access to residential land uses and  

commercial land uses in this vicinity.  ITD has made some comments recently that this section  

will not be addressed until further study of the I90 corridor is completed to determine the  

extent and impacts of future interchange revisions at I90/SH41.  The property owners in the  

area would appreciate some additional clarity to aid in decision making on the long term value /  

development of their interests. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thank you for your time in reviewing these items. 

 

Regards, 

 

Robert S. Palus, PE 

Assistant City Engineer 

City of Post Falls, Idaho 

208-773-4235 

rpalus@postfallsidaho.org 
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SOCIAL MEDIA COMMENTS: 

 

Taken from Kootenai Metropolitan Planning Organization Facebook Page. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA COMMENTS (Continued): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taken from Kootenai Metropolitan Planning Organization Blog. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA COMMENTS (Continued): 

 

Taken from Kootenai Metropolitan Planning Organization Blog. 
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SUMMARY of Comments 

In summary, the open houses were fairly well attended for a project update in the study phase.  Out of the 17 comments received solely from 
the open houses, on a scale of one to ten, with 1 being “Do Not Support” and ten being “Fully Support”, the majority of the comments were 65% 
that Fully Support the project, 12% were in a Neutral position, 6% were in the “Do Not Support” position with the remainder of 18% showing no 
response to the question.  The summary of the results from the comments received at the open houses are shown in the graphic below: 
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END OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 


